The Spring Newsletter

May 2010
Greek Orthodox Community of the 318 Holy Fathers of Nicea 1st Oecumenical Council

((((((((((((  (((((((((  (((  (((((((  (((((((((
www.shrewsburyorthodox.com Reg. Charity No. 1087910
COMMUNITY OF THE HOLY FATHERS DIARY OF EVENTS

Weekly routine (unless specified in main calendar)

Saturday
6pm  Vigil Service (Vespers only on the Saturday preceding 1st Sunday of the month)

Sunday

9.30am  Choir practice.  10.30 Liturgy

                      
(1st Sunday of month, no choir practice: Liturgy in Telford and in Shrewsbury)

Monday         
Evening Greek School during school terms

Tuesday          
7.30pm  Bible Study in Fox Cottage during school terms 

Thursday         
10.30am  Prayer and study in Church    7.00pm Choir Practice
SERVICES in MAY 2010
	Saturday
	1 May
	HEREFORD LITURGY 10.30am Belmont Abbey

	SUNDAY
	2 May
	5th Sunday of Pascha The Samaritan Woman  10.30am Liturgy at Telford and Shrewsbury

	SUNDAY

	9 May


	6th Sunday of Pascha  The Blind Man  10.30am Liturgy


	SUNDAY
	16 May
	7th Sunday of Pascha  PATRONAL FESTIVAL Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council  10.30am Liturgy

	SUNDAY 
	23 May
	8th Sunday of Pascha  HOLY PENTECOST  10.30am Liturgy and Kneeling Prayers

	SUNDAY
	30 May
	1st Sunday after Pentecost  All Saints  10.30am Liturgy


DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
	Thursday 13 May


	The Ascension No Liturgy: Fr Stephen at Kirchentag, Germany



	Sunday 16 May
	PATRONAL FESTIVAL

Pilgrimage to Much Wenlock (Picnic Lunch) No Youth Club 
GREEK EVENING  7.00pm

	Sunday 23 May
	Holy Pentecost

	Monday 31 May
	Beginning of the Apostles’ Fast

	Sunday 20 June
	Youth Club

	Tuesday 22 June
	CTIS meeting in our church

	Tuesday 29 June
	Sts Peter and Paul   10.30am Liturgy

	13 & 14 August
	Shrewsbury Flower Show

	Sunday 15 August
	Dormition of the Theotokos  10.30am Liturgy

	Saturday 2 Oct
	Holywell Pilgrimage

	Saturday 4 Dec
	Christmas Fair


FR STEPHEN APPOINTED PROTOPRESBYTER

On 13th May at the Archdiocese Clergy Conference, Archbishop Gregoriois conferred the rank of Protopresbyter on Fr Stephen.

Married clergy are divided into three ranks: Priest, Oeconomos, and Protopresbyter.  Originally every diocese was required to have an Oeconomos, whose was responsible for the finance of the diocese.  Protopresbyters were appointed to look after the affairs of married clergy, and in some places like Crete and Cyprus, they had considerable responsibility.  Nowadays they are largely honorific titles, though Protopresbyters may be appointed to positions of considerable responsibility.  They are styled ‘Very Reverend’.
This is a considerable distinction that has been bestowed on Fr Stephen, and it is an honour to our Community also.  We wish our Very Reverend Fr Stephen ‘Many Years’. 

Michael Asser

HOLY FATHERS APPEAL: PROGRESS REPORT 
 The farmhouse adjacent to the church has now been thoroughly examined by a professional valuer acting on behalf of the Community of the Holy Fathers.  The building is in a very poor state of repair, much worse than we had ever imagined.  Amongst other things it needs a new roof and timbers; extensive work to sort out rot, worm and beetle in all the other timbers; a new damp course; and soil removed from all round the outside walls, with a way to get the water away from the foundations, as well as new French drains.  As it is a listed building all the windows that need replacing (most of them) will need to be specially made.  Whoever buys the house will be looking at paying a sum of £250,000 upwards in order to sort these things.  We are also advised that the house will never be free of significant repair bills.  In the light of this we have to consider whether actually buying the farmhouse will be the best way to proceed with our aim of providing the ancillary buildings we so vitally need. 
We are putting together a proposal to put in an offer, but first we need to meet with the planners and see what they have in mind for the whole development and our part in it.  The whole issue of car parking will be a crucial factor in the meeting.  We will be meeting them soon.

We have very little time to clarify our views and to make an offer, which may or may not be accepted.  Your prayers (and pledges!) are needed now!
Fr Stephen
KILIMANJARO
Please support me in my quest to climb Kilimanjaro, the tallest free standing mountain in the world.  All proceeds will go to the Shrewsbury Orthodox Church, which is 1,000 years old and is mentioned in the Doomsday Book.

This is of colossal importance to our British heritage and Shrewsbury.  Just visit my web page and make a donation.  Thank you!

http://www.justgiving.com/Andros
Andros Maoudis

SOME STATISTICS ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY
There are 315 people who are connected with the Community of the Holy Fathers of Nicea.  
· Of these 89 are under 18.
· 120 are Greek (though many were born in the UK)
· 120 are English/British
· 26 are Romanians
· 20 are Russians
· The rest are from other places- Bulgarian, French etc.
So our Community consists of about 60% of members who come from Orthodox backgrounds, and 40% British, who are mainly converts to Orthodoxy.
Fr Stephen
PILGRIMAGE TO MUCH WENLOCK

On Sunday 16th May we shall go to Much Wenlock, where we shall visit the Priory, the parish Church and St Milburga’s Holy Well.  Our church was originally dedicated to her because it belonged to Much Wenlock Priory.  The translation of her relics is commemorated on 26th May.  You should bring a picnic lunch.

Please contact Veronica Hill (01743 362485) if you would like to go.

GREEK & LATIN NIGHT

Pussy Cats Night Club

Wellington

Sunday 16th May 7.00pm – ‘till Late

Buffet supper with music

Tickets £10 per person

TICKETS AVAILABLE IN CHURCH

YOUTH ACTIVITIES

We are trying some new activities for our young people this summer with the Shropshire Youth Association (SYA).  Please let us know if you would like to join in.

Indoor Climbing - Saturday 19th June, 11.00am to 12.30pm, at Shropshire Climbing Centre, Industrial Estate, Newport, for 8 years olds and over.  The cost will be about £6 each and will depend on the size of the group.  [It is possible that there will be a chance to work towards the National Indoor Climbing Achievements Scheme; Level 1 will need two visits].  The aim of the day is to introduce youngsters to the sport of climbing.  There will be a chance to climb ropes and to boulder on the biggest indoor bouldering wall in the Midlands!

Late Summer Camp - Friday 17th - Sunday 19th September; 7.00pm Friday to 3.00pm on Sunday, at the Longmynd Activity Centre, near Church Stretton (staying in bunkhouses).  The cost, which is subsidised by our community and the Shropshire Youth Association is £20, including food.  There will be many activities for the youngsters to choose from, such as a conservation project, treasure hunt, wildlife photography, and basic kayaking skills.  

We are also going to organise our own fun day for both the younger and older groups.  We have two dates in mind:- 29 May or 3rd July.  Please let me know which would suit you.

This year’s Pantomime is ‘Cinderella’ on Sunday 19th December at the Severn Theatre, Shrewsbury.  Book the date in your diary.  I look forward to hearing from you soon. My home number is 01952 410075 or moby 07890 208539, or you can email me.  If you have any questions, do get in touch.

Rebecca Higgs
ST MILBURGA NEEDS YOU!

It has been encouraging to see that people are buying things from the St Milburga stall – now that the weather is a bit better it is good to have it outside the church door.  Please remember that the stall is a way for you also to donate items for sale as well as buy – plants, jams, pickles, biscuits, cakes small gifts, anything really that people can take home for themselves or buy as a gift for another.  Let your creativity run riot!  It all helps provide the funds the church can make available to help others. 

Michelle Iredale

THE ST MILBURGA SALE ON SUNDAY APRIL 11th RAISED £11.50.  THE NEXT SALE WILL TAKE PLACE ON SUNDAY 16th MAY 

G.O.Y.G.B. SUMMER CAMP 27th JULY – 5th AUGUST 2010
at St Milburga’s Field, Church Preen, Nr Much Wenlock, Shropshire

Limited Places for 9 – 17 yrs, so early application is advisable.

Contact: Olga Papadopoulos on olga_goygb@yahoo.com
www.goygbcamp.org.uk
FAMILY CAMP 2010 FRIDAY 20th – MONDAY 23rd AUGUST
will be held at Cefn Lea, Nr Newtown, Powys, for families with young children.

Contact: Hugh & Imogen Maxfield on 0125 0875608
	OFFICERS

	Parish Priest:   Oeconomos Stephen Maxfield, Fox Cottage, Albrighton, Shrewsbury, SY4 3AG    01939 291078

	Asst. Priest       Fr Christodoulos Fyles  01257 421521                             
	President           Dr David Lewis 01743 884516                        

	Asst. Priest       Fr Timothy Pearce  01974 261452
	Vice-President  Mr W Morris 01743 366024

	Treasurer          Mr Anthony (John) Davis  01938  554642             
	Secretary           Mrs Veronica Hill 01743 362485

	Choir                 Dr David Lewis 01743 884516      
	Varangians        Pres. Catherine Maxfield 01939 291078

	Sunday School   Pres. Catherine Maxfield 01939 291078
	Spring Editor     Mr Michael Asser 01952 510251

	Subscriptions Sec.  Mrs Rebecca Higgs 01952 410075
	Greek School    Mrs Yiana Vanezi 01952 200707

	Bookstall           Mr Michael Asser  01952 510251
	Library               Mrs Liz Asser 01952 510251


· The Church of the Holy Fathers is off Oteley Road, Sutton, SHREWSBURY SY2 6QY

· The Serbian Orthodox Church of St Nicholas is at Barclay Court, off Wellington Road, Donnington, TELFORD TF2 8AN

· Weddings, Baptisms, Receptions, Catechism Classes etc. contact Fr Stephen

· Sunday School: after the Sunday Liturgy in Telford 

· Varangian Guard:  this is a club for young people who meet after the Liturgy in Shrewsbury

· Bookstall and Lending Library in church
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